The Corporation of the Township of North Kawartha
By-law 2023-0060

Being a By-law of the Corporation of the Township of North Kawartha to
Establish a Tree Canopy and Natural Vegetation Policy

Whereas Section 270 (1) (7) of the Municipal Act, 2001, S.0. 2001, ¢.25, as
amended. provides thatl every municipality shall establish policies with respect to
the manner in which it will protect and enhance the tree canopy and natural
vegetation within the municipality;

And Whereas Council of the Corporation of the Township of North Kawartha
deems it necessary to adopt a Tree Canopy and Natural Vegetation Policy;

Now Therefore the Council and Corporation of the Township of North Kawartha
enacts as follows:

1. That the Tree Canopy & Natural VVegetation Policy attached hereto as
Schedule “A” and forming part of this by-law be approved;

2. That no person shall in any way injure, remove, or destroy any trees on
lands owned by the Township of North Kawartha, inclusive of lands
located on a road allowance, whether the road allowance is opened or
unopened; unless permission has been obtained in writing from either
Township Council or Township Staff, as may be appropriate. Approval
may be subject to conditions as deemed necessary.

This by-law shall come into effect on the 5t~ day of September, 2023.

Read and Adopted in open Council on the 5 day of September, 2023.

Bt “ @

Carolyn Amyotte, Mayor

Connie Par?nt@

Connie Parent, Clerk




Schedule “A” to By-law 2023-000

Tree Canopy and Natural Vegetation Policy

1.0 Purpose:

The purpose of this policy is to provide a summary of the importance and
objectives of preservation of tree canopy and natural vegetation, in an effort to
promote best practices on public and private properties within the Township of
North Kawartha.

2.0 Background:

Subsection 270 (1) (7) of the Municipal Act, 2001 requires all municipalities to
adopt and maintain policies with respect to the protection and enhancement of
the tree canopy and natural vegetation. The purpose of this policy is to recognize
the importance of the tree canopy, together with its many environmental benefits;
and to establish procedures to minimize the removal, damage, and destruction of
the tree canopy within the Township of North Kawartha.

3.0 Definitions:
Forthe purpose of this policy, the following definitions shall apply:

3.1 “Infrastructure” — shall be as defined in the Provincial Policy
Statement.

3.2 “Development” — shall mean the construction or expansion of buildings
and structures, or the construction of infrastructure.

3.3 “Maintenance”: shall include all work or operations related to trimming,
pruning, spraying, injecting, fertilizing, treating, cabling and bracing a tree
in accordance with Good Arboricultural Practice.

3.4 “Municipality”: shall mean the Corporation of the Township of North
Kawartha.

3.5 “Municipal Property” - shall mean property owned by the Municipality.

3.6 “Natural Vegetation™: shall mean the native plant life that grows
naturally without human intervention.

3.7 “Tree Canopy™ “Tree canopy” or “tree cover” — shall mean all areas of
coverage by plant material exceeding 1.5 metres (5 feet) in height, and the
extent of tree canopy in excess of 10 years maturity. The canopy includes
the layer of leaves, branches and stems that cover the ground when
viewed from above.

3.8 "Vegetative Buffer’ — shall mean an area of dense vegetation intended
to slow runoff and trap sediment adjacent to a riparian corridor, lake or
steep slope.

3.9 “Waterfront Property” — shall mean a property abutting a waterbody or
water course as defined in the Municipality’s Zoning By-Law.
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HNorth Kowartha Township strives to work
with its ratepayers, associations,
recregtional users and vorious agencies to
maintain and restore natural shorelines in
order to protect the quality of water and
health of our lakes.

The Caunty Official Plan, Section 6.2.5.3 (h)
states, “The nroservm.mn of naturally-

is ged in order
to minimize the destruction to the shoreline
and wetland habitat, minimize viswal
impact on the water body, maintain wildlife
habitats ond corridors and improve woter
quality.®

The Morth Kawartha Comprehensive
Zoning By-Law 26-2013 provides for a
balance of property owners' rights and the

(renovation) of @ nen-complying muln
structure (ie. main cottage) located in the
30 metre (100 foot) setback zone may be
permitted if the application meets the
specific requirements set out in the
Comprehensive Zoning By-Law #26-2013

QOther Sources of Information:

* Local Cottage Associations

. f Ontaris Cottag
Associations (FOCA) - Healthy
Wi A Owner's Guide

* Watersheds Canada

Canada Anemane
Helen's Flower
Black-sysd Susan
False Sunflower
Switchgrass

mnkyw ‘to The Environment Council for
Clear, Bbm(o)vund White | Lakes and North
Kawartha Lakes Associotion

1. Cleared manioured ot - lacks 'vha"]r' and privacy; loss
af pative plants leads 1o mose erosion, runoff and

ws over solid surfaces, accelerating

; pallutants and excess sl degrade habitar for
acquatic life,

3.Chemical fertilizers and pestiddes - degrade water
quality, are hazardaus to your health, can be deadly
for figh and ather valdiife,

4. Lawn 1o the water's edge - lacks deep roots required
1o stabilize bank,

5. Hardened shoreline - can deflect eresion
downstream, eliminates "natural filtering” ¢
and sediment, degrades habitat,

6. Antificial Beach - requires ongoing sand replacement,
reduces water quality, degprades aquatic habitat.

7.04d Z-streke englne - dumps 24 - 40% of fuel, un-
combusted, into water and air.

8.50lid orib dock - destroys aguatic habitay, alvers
currents, can defleat erosion downstrear

9, Malfunctioning septic system - alloves phosphonuas and
haaeria ta leach into adjacent waterways.

0. Harmiul household chemicals and deaners - damage
septic system and degrade water quality.

1.Prune trees rather than removing them: plan low
malntenance nathe trees and shrubs to reduce
eroslon and absorb runoff

2.Replace solid surfaces with porous materials whare
possible: redirect runcff into seutling areas, away from
the water's edge.

3. “Mawe It high and let it lle” - leave grass  om {3 In} high
to retain moisture: mulch dippings for fertilizer

4,513 a buffer - leave some grass unout along the
water's edge; restore with deep roaring native plants.

5."Soften” your shoreline - improve erosion pi
with native trees, shrubs, grasses and aguatic plants

6.Create a “dry land" beach above the high water mark:
let imnpomed sand erode away naturally and nathe
plars grow back.

7.Use an elearic cutboard, or a four-stroke engine.

2 Remove salld dock. Install a pipe, cantilever or floating
dack.

§.Care for your septic sysiem by having it pumped o
and upgrade it when necessary, Consult an expert.

10.Use enviranmentally-friendly produds, or akematives

like baking soda and vinegar

PROTECTING
&
RESTORING

Healthy
Shorelines

The Tewnship of Morth Kawartha is
fortunate 1o eontain nuMerous
unspoiled lakes that are

enjoyed by all of our residents,
recrealional users and wildlife.
Maintaining water quality and
healthy lokes is essenticl

The North Kawartha Strategic Plan
2019-2022 Vision is of "A united

and healthy community connected
1o our natural haritaga.

This pamphlet is designed Lo
provide shoreline property owners
with impertant information when
working on shoreline properties.
Please read carefully befora
applying for a building pormit.

The Ribbon of Life Ninety percent of all lake life is
born, ralsed and fed In the area where land and water
meet. The shallow wester and the first 101015 meues
of shoreland forms a ribbon of life around lakes and
rivers that is essential to the survival of many spedies.
This rich and complex habitat supparts plants, micro-

;lganlsms. insects, amphiblans, birds, mammals and
fishe

Unaware of the impartance of shareline vegetation,
many landowners dear thelr shorelines and tranzform
them into urban landscapes. They destroy the cattails,
Bulrushes and ather native species. They alsa build
retaining walls, docks and boathouses. These changes
destroy the balance of the aquatic and shorefine
ecosystems. They also alter the wildiife habiat, natural
beauty and character of our lakes and rivers,

Natsiral sheaeline vegetation plays an impartant rele in
preventing sail eresion. Mlant roots anchar the sail,
preventing shoreland from being washed away by
ents, waves and rain. The roots of mature trees

o

ch down o the upper levels of the weater table.
L that

Copweod and meadowsweet roots form a w
extends a half- metre dowrvard. These nati
are far more effective in pr: ing properties fro
ercsion than the roots of grasses, which only reach 2
certimetres below the surface.

By preventing erosion and runoff, natural shoreline
vegetation alsg improves water quality. When soil and
excess nutrients are washed inta the water, fish
spaaning beds can be destroyed, dissolved oxygen is
depleted and the growth of algae and aquatic plants is
encouraged. Shoreline vegetation alss Improves water
ity by shading and cooling shallow water.

All of these changes in water quality can lead to rapid
eutrophication - the aging of a lake. Eutrophication of
a Lzke ultimately changes the kinds and numbers of
species that can live there,

Best Frum:e Ahealthy buffer zone, or the ritbon of
is petentially the most important

rcting thie quality of water of our Lal
:cgcnc-lati.,rb to enfay. Asa best practice, e

f jery
wiaterfront property owner should strive to maintain

75% of the buffer zone in Its natural state focusing all
cottage activitias, structures and viewing corr fdlors en
the remaining 25









